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Agenda

Academic Language Proficiency

Overview of ACCESS for ELLs®

ACCESS for ELLs ® Scores

ACCESS for ELLs® Reports and Stakeholders

Programmatic Implications of ACCESS for ELLs®

ACCESS for ELLs ® Teacher Reports > 2009-10 Planning



ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 3

Wisconsin (1)

Delaware (2) 

District of Columbia (3) 

Rhode Island (4)

Vermont (5)

Maine (6)

New Hampshire (7)

Illinois (8)

Alabama (9)

New Jersey (10)

Georgia (11)

Oklahoma (12)

Kentucky (13)

North Dakota (14)

Pennsylvania (15)

Virginia (16)

South Dakota (17)

North Carolina (18)

Mississippi (19)

Hawaii (20)

New Mexico (21)

Wyoming (22)

The WIDA Consortium 2009

WIDA states have approximately 800,00

English Language Learners (ELLs)
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Organization of 

Consortium Activities
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Academic Language Proficiency

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Consider this . . . 

“Learning occurs when students 

are using language 

comprehensibly and with 

increasing cognitive demand to 

demonstrate knowledge and do 

a variety of things in new 

situations. “

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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But for ELLs . . .

CHALLENGES TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Academic Language

Age, home language, cultural differences,

trauma, family background, conceptual 

formation, discontinued schooling, L1

literacy, home responsibilities, L1/L2 diff.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech

Social & Inst. 

Lang.

Language Arts
Mathematics

Science

Social Studies
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Activity

Discuss the variables impacting 

academic success in your groups. 

Relate, if you can, any variable to 

ELLs you are teaching.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Knowing your students . . .

-age upon entry to US

-home language usage

-cultural differences

-trauma

-family background

-conceptual formation

-discontinued

schooling

-L1 literacy level

-family/sibling 

responsibilities

-differences between L1 & 

English
WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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The continuum of second language acquisition 

in all aspects of language use (content as 

well as domain) is mapped through stages of 

English language development from:

Concrete Abstract

Explicit Implicit

Familiar Unfamiliar

Informal  Formal

General Technical

Single word Extended 

discourse 

The process is time consuming, so it must be strategic.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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The bottom line. . . 

In order for students to achieve 

academically and exhibit that learning 

on large scale, summative 

assessments, they MUST master 

Academic Language.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Overview of ACCESS for ELLs®
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1. Monitor annual progress of the ELLs‟ English 
language proficiency in grade levels K-12

2.   Establish when ELLs have attained English 
language proficiency

3.   Inform classroom instruction and assessment

4.   Provide a reliable and valid data source for 
accountability and aid in decision-making

Purposes of ACCESS for ELLs®
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Overall Organization of the ELP 

Standards & ACCESS for ELLs® 

Frameworks for Formative & Summative Assessment (2)

English Language Proficiency Standards (5)

Language Domains (4)

Grade Level Clusters (5)

Language Proficiency Levels (6)

Model Performance Indicators (MPIs)

are the lowest level of expression of the 

Standards and where test items begin

Model Performance Indicators
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Five ELP Standards Assessed by 

ACCESS for ELLs®  

Standard 1: ELLs communicate for SOCIAL AND INSTRUCTIONAL purposes 

within the school setting.

Standard 2: ELLs communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for 

academic success in the content area of LANGUAGE ARTS.

Standard 3: ELLs communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary 

for academic success in the content area of MATHEMATICS.

Standard 4: ELLs communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary 

for academic success in the content area of SCIENCE.

Standard 5: ELLs communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary 

for academic success in the content area of SOCIAL STUDIES.
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The Same Grade-Level Clusters

The WIDA ELP Standards and ACCESS 
for ELLs® are clustered.

PreK-K

Grades 1−2

Grades 3−5

Grades 6−8

Grades 9−12
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The Four Language Domains of ELP 

Standards & ACCESS for ELLs® 

Listening

Speaking

Reading 

Writing
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Same Three Performance Criteria

Linguistic Complexity: The amount and quality 
of speech or writing for a given situation

Vocabulary Usage: The specificity of words or 
phrases for a given context

Language Control: The comprehensibility of 
the communication based on the amount and 
type of errors

ENTERING BEGINNING DEVELOPING EXPANDING BRIDGING

54321 6
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Performance Definitions
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Linguistic complexity

Level 1 – Entering

Single words

Level 2 – Beginning

Phrases, short sentences

Level 3 – Developing 

Series of related sentences

Level 4 – Expanding

Moderate discourse

Level 5 – Bridging

Complex discourse

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Vocabulary usage

Level 1 – Entering

Most common vocabulary

Level 2 – Beginning

High frequency vocabulary

Level 3 – Developing

General and some specific vocabulary

Level 4 – Expanding

Specialized and some technical vocabulary

Level 5 – Bridging

Specialized and technical vocabulary

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Language control

Level 1 – Entering

Memorized language

Level 2 – Beginning

Language w/errors inhibiting communication

Level 3 – Developing

Meaning overrides communication errors

Level 4 – Expanding

Language w/minimal errors

Level 5 – Bridging

Language comparable to English peers

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Organization of MPIs within Standards

Example: Social & Instructional, Grades 6-8
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Individual MPIs

as Basis of Test Items

Grades 6-8

Standard 1: Social and Instructional Language

Listening

Example Topic:  Resources & Supplies

Level 2: Beginning

Match needed resources or 

supplies with type of activities 

from pictures and oral 

statements (e.g., calculators & 

math books)
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Interaction of Performance Level 

Definitions and MPIs
Language Proficiency 

(Performance Level Descriptions)

1 Entering

2 Beginning

3 Developing

4 Expanding

5 Bridging

PIs

L 1

L 2

L 3

L4

L 5

Linguistic 

Complexity

Vocabulary 

Usage
Language 

Control
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Tier A Placement Criteria

For LEP students who

have arrived in the U. S. or entered school in 

the U. S. within this academic school year 

without previous instruction in English;

currently receive literacy instruction only in 

their native language; or

have recently tested at the lowest level of 

English language proficiency.
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Tier B Placement Criteria

For LEP students who

have social language proficiency and some, 

but not extensive, academic language 

proficiency in English; or

have acquired some literacy in English, 

though have not yet reached grade-level 

literacy.

Note: 70-80% of ELLs will be administered Tier 

B of ACCESS for ELLs ® 
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Tier C Placement Criteria

For LEP students who

are approaching grade level literacy and academic 

language proficiency in the core content areas; or

will likely meet the state's exit criteria for support 

services by the end of the academic year.
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Grade Level

and Tier

K

1-2

3-5

6-8

9-12

A (adaptive – no tiers)

A B C

A B C

A B C

A B C

Listening — group admin, machine scored

Reading   — group admin, machine scored

Speaking — individual admin, adaptive, TA scored

Writing     — group admin, rater scored

Domains

Series

Structure of ACCESS for ELLs® Test

1 Kindergarten form + 

(4 grade level clusters

x 3 tiers) = 13 test forms

Each letter 

represents one 

tiered test form

103 (2007-2008)

200 (2008-2009)

201 (2009-2010)
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Tier Structure of ACCESS for ELLs®

ENTERING BEGINNING DEVELOPING EXPANDING BRIDGING

1 2 3 4 5

Tier A

Tier B

Tier C

6

R

E

A

C

H

I

N

G

Grades 1-12

K – Adaptive
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ACCESS for ELLs ® Scores

ACCESS for ELLs® Scores

Raw Scale ELP Levels
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Raw Scores

• What information does this section offer?

• What is the difference between and among raw scores in 

each tier?

• With whom should this information be shared?



ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 34WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech

Scale Scores

WIDA ACCESS for ELLs® Scale Scores are 

psychometrically derived measures of student proficiency

Range from 100 to 600 (above 500 is rare)

Single vertical scale applies to all grades and all test forms

Vertically equated scale scores take into account grade level 

differences
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Example:  Scale score of 350

Grades Domain Scores

Scale Score

Proficiency 

Level

3 Overall 350 5.1

4 Overall 350 4.6

5 Overall 350 4.0
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Proficiency Level Scores  

Socially-derived interpretations of the ACCESS for ELLs®

in terms of the six WIDA Standards‟ proficiency levels.

Comprised of two numbers, e.g. 2.5
• First number indicates the proficiency level into which the student‟s scale score 

places him or her (e.g. 2 = Beginning)

• Second number indicates how far, in tenths, the student‟s scale score places 

him or her between the lower and the higher cut score of the proficiency level 

(e.g. 2.5 = 5/10 or ½ of the way between the cut score for level 2 and level 3)

Never, never, never round-up!!
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Example: Proficiency Level of 5.0

Grades Domain Scores

Scale Score

Proficiency 

Level

3 Overall 347 5.0

4 Overall 359 5.0

5 Overall 369 5.0
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2010-11 Planning

WIDA Consortium

Rhode Island

ELL Exit Criteria

Discuss with a partner(s).
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Scoring Caps

Kindergarten form of ACCESS for ELLs®: maximum

overall English language proficiency level that a student 

taking the test can receive is 6.0.  (This is a change from 

the Kindergarten form in previous years.)

For Grades 1-12, Tier A or Tier B scores for the 

language domains of Listening and Reading (and the 

Comprehension composite) are capped. Students cannot 

receive a Proficiency Level above 4.0 for Tier A and 

above 5.0 for Tier B in Listening and Reading. 
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Use of Proficiency Levels

Provides a more precise measurement of ELLs‟ annual 

progress in English language proficiency 

Eases the creation of a trajectory of estimated student growth, 

in any one/combined language domains, from year to year 

Facilitates articulation from grade to grade, and teacher to 

teacher, of the status of ELLs

Helps in the calculation of Annual Measurable Achievement 

Objectives (AMAOs). States with at least three consecutive 

years of data have trend data. 
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ACCESS for ELLs® Scores

ACCESS for ELLs® Scores

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

Composite Scores

Oral

Literacy

Comprehension

Overall
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Composite Scores

Listening 

(50%)

Reading 

(50%)

Listening 

(30%)

Listening 

(15%)

Speaking 

(50%)

Writing  

(50%)

Reading 

(70%)

Reading 

(35%)

Speaking 

(15%)

Writing  

(35%)

=

=

=

=

+

+

+

+

Overall Composite 

Score

Oral Score

Literacy Score

Comprehension 

Score
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Weights as Percentage of 

Overall Composite Score

Test Weights
(Percent)Listening, 

15%

Reading, 

35%

Writing, 

35%

Speaking, 

15%

Listening

Reading

Writing

Speaking



ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 44WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech

Score Reports & Stakeholders

Score Report Audience or Stakeholder Types of Information

1. Parent/ 

Guardian

Students

Parents/ Guardians

Teachers

School Teams

Proficiency levels for each language domain 

Overall Score Comprehension

Available in multiple languages on the WIDA website 

2. Teacher Teachers

Administrators

School Teams

Individual student’s scale scores and language 

proficiency levels for each language domain and four 

composites Raw scores for Comprehension Tasks, 

Speaking and Writing Tasks by English language 

proficiency standard

3. Student 

Roster

Teachers

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Scale scores and language proficiency levels for each 

language domain and four composites by school, grade, 

student, Tier, and grade level cluster 

4. School 

Frequency

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Number of students and percent of total tested at each 

proficiency level for each language domain and four 

composites within a school 

5. District 

Frequency

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Boards of Education

Number of students and percent of total tested at each 

proficiency level for each language domain and four 

composites by proficiency levels for grades within a 

district
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Activity – Score Reports Jig Saw

1. Parent/ Guardian

2. Teacher

3. Student Roster

4. School Frequency

5. District Frequency

Divide into 4 groups

Join the grade level cluster group that matches the 

grade level you teach.  If you are not teaching, pick a 

group to join:

1. K-2

2. 3-5

3. 6-8

4. 9-12

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Activity cont’d

Each group will 

examine their score 

report and answer the 

3 guiding questions on 

the following slide. 

Record your notes or 

create a graphic 

organizer to represent 

your answers to the 4 

questions.

Each grade cluster 

will examine . . .

K-2    Parent/Guardian    

Report

3-5     Teacher Report

6-8     Student Roster     

Report

9-12   School 

Frequency Report 

& District 

Frequency Report
WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Guiding Questions

What is the purpose of the report?

What data are available?

How can you use the data ?

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Parent 

Report

Overall Composite 

Score Comprehension 

Score
(Listening & Reading)

Student‟s ELP 

Level by 

Domain

Demographic 

Information About 

the Student

Description of the 

ELP Levels

MetriTech will 
send one Parent/ 
Guardian Report 
per ELL for 
distribution to 
parents/guardians
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Parent/Guardian Report

The Parent Report is currently available in 23 Languages

Amharic

Arabic

Bosnian-Croatian

Chinese-Simplified

Chinese-Traditional

Creole

English

French

Russian

Serbian Cyrillic

Somali

Spanish

Swahili

Urdu

Vietnamese

Additional translations will be added to the WIDA web 

site (www.wida.us) as they become available. 

Gujarati

Hmong

Japanese

Khmer (Cambodian)

Korean

Lao

Polish

Portuguese
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Parent/Guardian Report Letter

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

This past year, all ELLs in grades kindergarten (K) through twelve (12) took the 

ACCESS for ELLs® test. The purpose of the test is to find out how much English your 

child has learned. We will use this information to help your child improve in listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing each year. 

Here are your child's results on ACCESS for ELLs®. The Parent/Guardian Report tells 

you about your child's English using Proficiency Levels. These levels go from 1 

(Entering) to 6 (Reaching). This information is for you to review and keep. 

If you have any questions on how your child did on these tests, please contact your 

child's teacher, principal, or me. 

Sincerely, __________________________________ 

(School ELL coordinator, principal, or teacher) 

Parent sample letters to accompany Parent/Guardian score reports 

are available in seven languages:  Arabic, Chinese, English, 

Hmong, Japanese, Korean and Spanish at

http://www.wida.us/assessment/ACCESS/ScoreReports/index.aspx

http://www.wida.us/assessment/ACCESS/ScoreReports/index.aspx
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Teacher

Report

Demographic 

Information About 

the Student

Student‟s ELP 

Level by 

Domain

Student‟s 

Composite 

Scores

Student‟s 

Scale 

Composite 

Scores

Student‟s 

Scale Score 

by Domain

Student‟s Speaking 

Performance by 

Standard

Description of 

the ELP Levels

Student‟s Writing 

Performance by 

Standard

Student‟s 

Comprehension 

by Standard
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ACCESS for ELLs® Teacher Report

The Overall Score summarizes student‟s global language 
proficiency and allows examination of strengths and weakness 
by domain.

Individual report components offer a starting point for informing 
the areas of curriculum, instruction and assessment of ELL‟s.  
Suggestions for the differentiation across levels of language 
proficiency can be found in the strands of the model 
performance indicators.

Rubrics in the Interpretative Guide – Writing and Speaking –
scaffold across levels of language proficiency and may be used 
in classroom instruction and assessment throughout the year.
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Kindergarten Scores

2008-09 Interpretation 

Two proficiency level interpretations are provided: 

• The instructional proficiency levels, denoted by a prefix “K” on the 

score report, can be used along with the WIDA ELP Standards or 

CAN DO Descriptors to help teachers create lessons geared toward 

and intended to advance a student‟s level of language proficiency.

• The accountability proficiency level score mathematically 

accounts for the fact that K-ACCESS measures pre-literacy as well 

as early literacy, and therefore is lower to protect the ELL placement 

status of students who may appear to have high levels of English 

language proficiency according to the instructional scores, but who 

have yet to fully develop literacy skills.  This proficiency level score is 

used for AMAO calculations.
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Kindergarten

Teacher Report

Accountability

Instructional
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Kindergarten Scores

2008-09 Interpretation 

INSERT CHART

The relationship between the accountability and instructional proficiency levels (PLs) is illustrated 

graphically for the domain of Writing. 

The accountability PLs are superimposed on the instructional levels, with a scale score range of 

100–400.  From this it can be seen that a student would have to be rated as a high K3 in order to place 

into accountability PL2.  

The instructional PLs are based on interpretations of the new PreK–K standards, in which the first 

three levels describe pre-literacy writing skills such as tracing and copying, all of which are subsumed 

under PL1 in the grade level cluster 1–2 standards for the domain of Writing. 
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Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs® Report
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Kindergarten Score Reports

2009-10 Interpretation 

K-ACCESS Score Reports

• Teacher Reports include the instructional PLs.

• All other reports, including the Parent/Guardian 

Report, will include only the accountability PLs.
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Score Reports & Stakeholders

Score Report Audience or Stakeholder Types of Information

1. Parent/ 

Guardian

Students

Parents/ Guardians

Teachers

School Teams

Proficiency levels for each language domain 

Overall Score Comprehension

Available in multiple languages on the WIDA website 

2. Teacher Teachers

Administrators

School Teams

Individual student‟s scale scores and language 

proficiency levels for each language domain and four 

composites Raw scores for Comprehension Tasks, 

Speaking and Writing Tasks by English language 

proficiency standard

3. Student 

Roster

Teachers

Program 

Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Scale scores and language proficiency levels for 

each language domain and four composites by 

school, grade, student, Tier, and grade level cluster 

4. School 

Frequency

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Number of students and percent of total tested at each 

proficiency level for each language domain and four 

composites within a school 

5. District 

Frequency

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Boards of Education

Number of students and percent of total tested at each 

proficiency level for each language domain and four 

composites by proficiency levels for grades within a 

district
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Student Roster Report

Scale Score and 

ELP Level by 

Domain

Scale Score and ELP 

Level by Composite:

Oral Language, 

Literacy, 

Comprehension and 

Overall

Grade Level 

Cluster

Tier
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Student Roster Report

District administrators may examine scores from each language 
domain within a Tier and grade level cluster to detect any patterns. 
To what extent are there differences in student performance between 
the language domains?  Are these differences attributed to second 
language development or delivery of instructional services? 

Development of school and district improvement plans for ELLs; 
development of school staffing plans and scheduling

A starting point support services for ELLs according to their Overall 
Score or by their profiles according to language domains (ex: 
homogeneous groupings for reading in elementary schools).
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Score Reports & Stakeholders

Score Report Audience or Stakeholder Types of Information

1. Parent/ 

Guardian

Students

Parents/ Guardians

Teachers

School Teams

Proficiency levels for each language domain 

Overall Score Comprehension

Available in multiple languages on the WIDA website 

2. Teacher Teachers

Administrators

School Teams

Individual student‟s scale scores and language 

proficiency levels for each language domain and four 

composites Raw scores for Comprehension Tasks, 

Speaking and Writing Tasks by English language 

proficiency standard

3. Student 

Roster

Teachers

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Scale scores and language proficiency levels for each 

language domain and four composites by school, grade, 

student, Tier, and grade level cluster 

4. School 

Frequency

Program 

Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Number of students and percent of total tested at 

each proficiency level for each language domain and 

four composites within a school 

5. District 

Frequency

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Boards of Education

Number of students and percent of total tested at each 

proficiency level for each language domain and four 

composites by proficiency levels for grades within a 

district
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Highest & 

Lowest Scores

Total 

Tested

Number of Students Tested 

who scored at each ELP level 

by Domain and Composite

% of Total Students 

Tested who scored at 

each ELP level by 

Domain and 

Composite
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School Frequency Report

Results should not be generalized and need to be contextualized in 
order to provide meaningful information on curricular, instructional or 
assessment decisions

School Frequency Reports for two consecutive years provide cross-
sectional data 

In communicating results of this report, use both the numbers and 
their corresponding percents.  If numbers are low, the percent may 
appear distorted if shown in isolation

Use the information contained in the report to gain a sense of the 

school-wide effort in educating ELLs
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Score Reports & Stakeholders

Score Report Audience or Stakeholder Types of Information

1. Parent/ 

Guardian

Students

Parents/ Guardians

Teachers

School Teams

Proficiency levels for each language domain 

Overall Score Comprehension

Available in multiple languages on the WIDA website 

2. Teacher Teachers

Administrators

School Teams

Individual student‟s scale scores and language proficiency 

levels for each language domain and four composites Raw 

scores for Comprehension Tasks, Speaking and Writing 

Tasks by English language proficiency standard

3. Student 

Roster

Teachers

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Scale scores and language proficiency levels for each 

language domain and four composites by school, grade, 

student, Tier, and grade level cluster 

4. School 

Frequency

Program Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Number of students and percent of total tested at each 

proficiency level for each language domain and four 

composites within a school 

5. District 

Frequency

Program 

Coordinators/ 

Directors

Administrators

Boards of Education

Number of students and percent of total tested at 

each proficiency level for each language domain and 

four composites by proficiency levels for grades 

within a district
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Highest & 

Lowest Scores

Total Tested

Number of Students Tested who scored at 

each ELP level by Domain and Composite

% of Total Students Tested who scored at 

each ELP level by Domain and Composite
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District Frequency Report

Data can be graphically displayed in various forms Information 
will be useful in planning, designing or restructuring 
program services

Based on an individual state‟s criteria for “attainment” of 
English language proficiency and its definition of cohort 
groups, this report may serve as a district’s estimate of the 
number and/or percent of ELLs who have met that criterion 
for Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs).
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A Data Analysis Technique

Scatterplot Graph 

. . . Enables you to takes two years of data in the separate 

language domains and graph them according to the 

„mean‟, or average.

Growth above the mean in a particular domain is 

good; at or below the „mean‟ is not and needs problem 

solving. 

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Individual Scatterplot Graph

of Individual Language Domain Scores

MEAN

Speaking

2                         Listening

0                                              Reading

1                                                                  Writing

0       

45°

45°

2009

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Activity

Plot ACCESS scores in listening, 

speaking, reading, writing

domains for the last two years 

on an ELL as a Scatterplot 

graph.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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The data

Imagine you have an ELL with the 

following scale scores:

Listening  Speaking  Reading Writing

2007-08 340 522             260          220

2008-09 340        580             370         230

Create a scatterplot graph of these score 

ranges. What have you found?

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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As a result . . . .

Based on the individual language 

domain proficiency levels, 

instruction can be targeted to 

meet the needs of the ELL in a 

strategic manner, both 

individually and collectively.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Scatterplot graph suggestions

- Create one (or learners, have them create 

their own) for each learner. Graph paper 

works best.

- Use a different color for each language 

domain line.

- Post them collectively on a wall and study 

them for instructional insights.

- Lines above mean signifies progress; on or 

below is cause for concern.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Specific proficiency level scores 

lead to lesson planning and 

differentiation of instruction 

through developing strategic 

language demands and support 

around a topic for an ELL when 

delivering a lesson.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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How? By using CAN DO descriptors

to inform and guide content colleagues

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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How? By creating performance 

indicator(s) [PIs] to guide instruction

A performance indicator is a one-sentence descriptor 

of what an ELL will be expected to do in a content 

topic , in a language domain, and at a designated 

level of proficiency:

Language function + Topic + Support

Lang. Function              Support   

Cognitive Demand                              Amount of support

Topic
WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Performance Indicator

Language Function + Topic + Support

Describe representations of math 

basic operations from pictures.

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Resource Guide for MPIs

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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ACCESS for ELLs®

Interpretive Guide

The ACCESS for ELLs® Interpretive Guide for Score

Reports 2010 contains detailed information on the use of 

scores from this assessment.

Recommendation: 

Download the full document from www.wida.us

http://www.wida.us/
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Remember . . . . 

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Performance Indicators can be 

transformed

Language

Function

Identify

Content Stem

differences in temperature

Support

from charts with a partner           

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech



ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 81

Language

Function

Build hypotheses from                                                   

Content Stem

differences in temperature

Support

from charts with a partner           

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Further considerations on the use of 

ACCESS for ELLs® Score Reports

1. Target certain reports to specific stakeholders

2. Offer Professional Development on how to understand 
and use the information on the reports

3. Consider summarizing or consolidating suggestions for 
using information from each score report according to 
target audience

4. Look at configurations of data in the reports for individual 
and group placement or to develop a plan for organizing 
services for ELLs for the coming school year

5.   Archive copies of the Interpretive Guide along with 
copies of the score reports so that new personnel for the 
2009-10 academic year can become acclimated with data 
from ACCESS for ELLs®
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IMPORTANT Note

―Triangulating‖ Data

Although the ACCESS for ELLs® test is more valid and 

reliable than previous ELP assessments, standardized tests 

are just one measure of English language proficiency.  

Multiple data points that include formative assessment 

should always be used in making high-stakes decisions about 

students.
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Programmatic Implications for

ACCESS for ELLs ®
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High Scores
Programmatic Implications

Some things to consider:

Is it appropriate to exit the student from ESL services? 

Does this student have the language skills necessary to 

access the content in the mainstream classroom without 

additional language support services?  What additional 

evidence is needed to make a determination? 

Is the student‟s English proficiency weak in a particular 

language domain (e.g., Writing)?

Is the student‟s English proficiency weak in a particular 

standard area (e.g., the language of Social Studies)?

If so, consider additional content language support.

Overall Composite Levels 5-6 may indicate a need 

for Monitoring or Targeted Support.  
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Some things to consider:

A balanced, long-term approach that focuses on grade-

level academic standards and English proficiency 

standards and utilizes strategies that increase 

comprehension and communication in English (e.g., 

sheltered instruction)

Enhancement of both oral language and literacy 

development

Mid-Level Scores
Programmatic Implications 

Overall Composite Levels 3-4 may indicate a need 

for 1-3 more years of ESL support services. 
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Some things to consider:

Provide brief targeted English - social and instructional 

Enroll ELLs in “newcomer” programs (if available)

Use content-based strategies (e.g., sheltered instruction)

Scaffold within programs and school

Graphic support

Peer support

Supplemental and modified materials 

Beginner-Level Scores

Programmatic Implications

Overall Composite Levels 1-2 may need 5-6 more 

years of ESL support services. 
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2010 - 11 Planning

WIDA Consortium

1) Sort  those ―Exited LEP‖ status according to your state’s Exit 

Criteria

2) What is your Monitor Plan for these students?

3)    For those ELLs below the ―Exit Criteria‖ composite score:
• Review and highlight in yellow all domains that fall below “Exited LEP” 

proficiency level.

• Is specific content language support needed? If so, color-code by 

subject (e.g. green for science, blue for social studies)

4) Reviewing your  highlights above, determine how you will    

support these ELLs’ individual needs?
• How will this information be explained to pertinent content teachers?

• What tools will you provide these content teachers – Proficiency Level 

Definitions, CAN Do Descriptors, ELP Standards? When? How?

• Will you share this information with individual ELLs?  How?
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ACCESS data is extremely helpful for 

curriculum applications:

-Planning & differentiation

-Enacting lessons strategically

-Developing and structuring formative 

assessments

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Planning & Differentiation

ACCESS for ELLs

Teacher Report

(+ background information)

LESSON PLANNING

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Planning & Differentiation

Content Standard

Content Objective

Performance Definitions

(General linguistic parameters)

Performance Indicators  (PIs)

(Differentiated Domain & Content-related 

linguistic parameters)

Language Objective

(Measurable, observable language focus that is 

the intentionality of formative assessment

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Enacting the lesson

Gradual Release of Responsibility Model

Content Specific 

Domain Specific  Info. Process.

Specific

Performance Level Criteria

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Formative Assessments

SPEAKING LISTENING READING WRITING

Oral Summaries                     Role play                   Retelling Word spelling

Oral Reports Drawing Summaries Labeling

Oral Labeling Retelling Comp. questions      Drawing

Debates Matching aural Reading strategy      Dictation

Role Playing                           prompts to  task  Mechanics assess.

Group Discussions pictures Reading logs Fluency assess.

Oral Questions Listening to Cloze passages Picture prompts

Describing pictures,             stories or Word lists Journal writing

scenes,   processes lectures Vocab. Assess. Retelling

Oral Retelling Written or oral Summarizing

Oral Cloze responses Reports

Response journal   Descriptive 

paragraphs

Fluency Assessments   Essays

Literature Circles          Poems

WIDA Consortium / CAL / Metritech
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Things to Remember

No single score or ELP Level should be used as sole criteria for LEP

Sharing information from Teacher Reports is encouraged for all 
educators who work with ELLs 

When disseminating information on the students‟ productive 
language, refer to criteria in the Speaking and Writing Rubrics

Standards for specific grade levels and content – Formative and 
Summative – are helpful in explaining ELLs‟ realistic expectations

An ELL‟s progress or growth in English language proficiency can 
only be determined when two consecutive years of data are 
available. Three years of data can help project a trend.
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To obtain the WIDA ELP Standards….

To download free, go to:  

www.wida.us/standards/elp.aspx

The book, which is discounted at $15 for 

WIDA Consortium members, can be ordered at: 

http://wida.wceruw.org/events/TESOL/ELP

_Standards_4.08.pdf

http://www.wida.us/standards/elp.aspx
http://wida.wceruw.org/events/TESOL/ELP_Standards_4.08.pdf
http://wida.wceruw.org/events/TESOL/ELP_Standards_4.08.pdf
http://wida.wceruw.org/events/TESOL/ELP_Standards_4.08.pdf
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Your EXIT Slip

Evaluation for WIDA English Language 

Proficiency (ELP) Score Report Interpretation

Thank you!!


